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ABSTRACT 
 

Introduction: Mexico's southern border is the main gateway of Central American migrants bound 
for the United States, exposing themselves to risks that have created a humanitarian crisis. 
Aims: To carry out an analysis of the ethical foundations related to the migratory movements of 
the southern border of Mexico. 
Study Design:   An observational, retrospective, cross-sectional, analytical and documentary study 
of mixed qualitative type was carried out using the hermeneutic-interpretative approach. 
Methodology:  The study was developed in two stages and four phases (analytical, 
comprehensive, reconstructive, critical). The documentary analysis was made using philosophical 
research techniques. The theoretical posture included the liberation ethics proposed by Enrique 
Dussel. The variables of the study were: border conceptualization, humanitarian crisis and praxical 
solidarity. Statistical information included the period 2002 to 2014 and was obtained from the 
migratory statistics bulletins and the Survey of Migration of the Southern Border of Mexico. The 
information was recorded on an ad hoc data collection sheet. All analyses were done in simple 
percentages. 
Results:  The results show a cyclical tendency in the return of migrants to their country of origin. 
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Those from Honduras report the highest perception of risk. Survival risks are the most common. 
Accidents and injuries decreased during the period 2011 to 2013. In 2013, 4.8% of migrants 
reported being extorted and 8.1% attacked. The conditions of the transmigrants were highlighted. 
From the standpoint of liberation ethics, solidarity is analyzed as the encounter with the constituent 
transmigrant of being-in-the-world that comes from the otherness in the recognition of oneself and 
the plurality of the other; where the horizon of meaning is delimited by friendship, love, care and 
hospitality. 
Conclusion:  The praxical solidarity represents a hermeneutic nucleus in the historical praxis of the 
exclusion, marginalization and segregation of the migrant. 
 

 
Keywords: Ethics of liberation; human rights; migration; solidarity; southern border. 
 
1. INTRODUCTION  
 
The southern border of Mexico has an extension 
of 1 149 km, of which 193 km are border with 
Belize and 946 km with Guatemala. It is currently 
the main entry route for Central American 
migrants to the United States of America (USA); 
favoring that Mexico be shown as a country that 
is no longer an origin, destination and return of 
migratory flows, but has become a bridge-
country, reflecting different facets of international 
migration [1]. 
 
One of these facets is the transmigration, defined 
as the irregular migratory flow of traffic through a 
region going from an area of minor to another 
one of greater economic development. So it has 
social, economic, political, legal and cultural 
implications [2]. 
 
Undocumented migrants from Central America 
who enter the southern border and transit 
through Mexico into the USA are a highly 
vulnerable population at social risk of 
victimization. A humanitarian crisis has been 
generated by being unprotected against drug 
trafficking, violence linked to organized crime and 
trafficking in migrants [3]. This situation of 
vulnerability includes: Homicides, attack, 
kidnappings, disappearances, acts of sexual 
violence, human trafficking, migrant smuggling, 
discrimination and illegal detention without 
judicial protection [4]. 
 
The humanitarian crisis of Central American 
migrants to the USA traveling through Mexico 
has led to the emergence of specialized literature 
[5] and generated interest in sociology, 
anthropology, medicine and human rights. In 
order to try to understand it, maps of identified 
risk [6] have elaborated transmigratory routes 
and conditions of victimization [7]; as well as 
showing the border as a risk metaphor [8]. The 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
(IACHR) has given meaning to the humanitarian 

crisis in the following terms: "The extreme 
vulnerability of migrants and others in the context 
of human mobility in Mexico is one of the main 
Humanitarian tragedies and massive violations of 
human rights in the region" [1]. 
 
Theoretically and empirically, the humanitarian 
problem is not only being shaped by the 
description and analysis of the political, 
anthropological and sociological dimensions of 
transmigration; but in relation to ethics, the 
analysis focuses on the violation of human rights. 
In this sense, the ethic of the transmigrant is yet 
to be written. Analytical approaches from liberal 
ethical positions, moral nihilism, political realism, 
or community ethics [9] have not deepened the 
search for answers to the following questions: 
how does a frontier in the globalized world 
become possible? [10] Is the denomination of 
undocumented migrant, an existential condition 
of being-in-the-world? [11] Is the vulnerability of 
the undocumented migrants the extension of the 
victimization process that suffers in their place of 
origin? [12]. 
 
When crossing the border, the transmigrant finds 
a world of risk, reinterpreting relationships with 
oneself and with others from symbolic reference 
of insecurity and vulnerability, making it easier to 
decode the adversities of reality and develop 
cognitive structures which encode reality in 
symbolic mediations [13]. The imaginative social 
probability of suffering a risk translates into 
acting images to respond to a worldview that is 
culturally opposed to the prevailing world view on 
the "other side" of the border. 
 
The multiplicity of contradictions in the life of the 
transmigrants during his transit through Mexico 
reconfigures imagined social risk and 
vulnerability as "social schemes constructed to 
perceive as real the dangers, threats and 
insecurities that are considered latent" [14], so 
that the border is shown as a metaphor of risk in 
which realities are hidden that will give meaning 
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to the ethos of the transmigrant [14]. In this 
sense, the following questions arise: does the 
Mexican corridor of international transmigration 
establishes migratory routes to the USA, involve 
a different connotation of the term as a "border"? 
Is the humanitarian crisis of the transmigrants in 
Mexico, is based on the analysis and perception 
of the risk of victimization? Does the empirical 
evidence supporting the humanitarian crisis of 
migrants in Mexico contain elements to delineate 
a migrant ethic? 
 
The perception of risks referred to by the 
transmigrant helps to understand their 
vulnerability to the insecurity that prevails in 
Mexico and gives meaning to solidarity in terms 
of the actions that the subject performs to survive 
adversity. In this context, the study was carried 
out with the purpose of analyzing the ethical 
foundations related to the migratory movements 
in the southern border of Mexico. 
 
2. METHODOLOGY  
 
An observational, retrospective, cross-sectional, 
analytical and documentary study of mixed 
qualitative type was carried out [15] using the 
hermeneutic-interpretative approach and it was 
developed in two stages and four phases.      
(Fig. 1) 

In the first stage the thematic field was delimited 
to the ethics of liberation to identify the relations 
that are established the transmigration in Mexico. 
It included two phases: the analytical phase and 
the comprehensive phase. In the analytical 
phase, the documentary analysis [16,17] was 
carried out using techniques of philosophical 
investigation [18] of the texts of Enrique Dussel 
[19-22] in which the ethics of liberation are 
exposed. The thematic analysis were carried out 
based on the operational definition of the 
variables of the study: conceptualization of 
border, humanitarian crisis and praxical solidarity 
[23]. In the comprehensive phase the statistical 
information was recovered; for which the 
operationalization of variables in the following 
domains was carried out: magnitude of the 
transmigration; analysis and perception of risk; 
narratives of transmigrants (Fig. 1). The data 
were obtained from the statistical series of 
migration of the southern border prepared by the 
National Institute of Geography and Informatics 
(INEGI) and the National Institute of Migration 
(INM) through the Bulletin of Migratory Statistics 
from 2002 to 2014 [24] and of the Survey of 
Migration of the Southern Border during the 
period 2004 to 2014 [25]. The information was 
recorded on an ad hoc data collection sheet,  
and the database was built into the SPSS            
(15 version). 

 

 
 

Fig. 1. Schematic representation of the study desig n 
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In the second stage the variables and the 
different phases of the study were articulated, 
making possible the understanding of the relation 
between the ethics of liberation and 
transmigration. It included the reconstructive and 
critical phases. In the reconstructive phase, the 
data were analyzed using descriptive statistics 
and expressed in percentage values. The annual 
growth was calculated as the difference 
expressed as a percentage of the number of 
returns of migrants to their country of origin in the 
current year and the previous year. The critical 
phase was calculated using, the content analysis 
of the reports published by Amnesty International 
[7], the IACHR [1], the National Commission for 
Human Rights (CNDH) of Mexico [26,27], the 
Institute for Security and Democracy [28], the 
Chamber of Deputies of Mexico [29], the 
International Organization of Migration [30] and 
the United Nations Development Program [31]. 
The content analysis was performed using the 
method described by Elo and Kyngäs [32]. In the 
categorization of thematic contents, the method 
described by Rodríguez-Sabiote et al. [33] was 
used; and the quality of the research                  
process was guaranteed by meeting the truth 
criteria of the hermeneutic-interpretative 
paradigm [34,35]. 
 
Finally, the qualitative and quantitative results 
were integrated to be interpreted from the 
contextual framework of the liberation ethics, 
making it possible to expose the scales of 

praxical solidarity in the orientation of new areas 
of hermeneutic research. 
 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 

The migratory phenomenon that develops in the 
southern border shows a theoretical-conceptual, 
methodological and empirical complexity that is 
presented when analyzing the historical evolution 
of the number of people that returned to 
Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador in the 
period from 2001 to 2014. Fig. 2. shows three 
trends that distinguish specific periods of 
irregular migratory movements. In the period 
2002 to 2005, the trend of people returned by 
Mexican authorities to their country of origin was 
increasing, representing an increase in the 
period of 64.29%. In 2006, the downward trend 
began and ended in 2011, with a decrease of 
67.33%. However, the number of returns 
increased by 42.71% between 2012 and 2014. 
 

These results are consistent with Martínez-
Velasco's [36] report that attributed the 
destruction of railroad communication routes by 
Hurricane Stan in 2006 and the USA economic 
crisis in 2009 as causes of this decline. This 
does not exclude that violence, insecurity, 
extreme poverty, lack of opportunity for 
development and social welfare, inequality and 
economic inequality, political and ethnic conflicts 
that remain presently among the causes of the 
movement of undocumented migrants in Mexico 
[30]. 

 

 
 

Fig. 2. Distribution of migrants returned to their country of origin by Mexican authorities in the 
period 2001 to 2014 

Source: Prepared by the authors with data from the Migration Statistics Bulletin [24] and from the Southern EMIF 
from 2009 to 2013 [25] 
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Irregular decreased migration may also be 
associated with: greater efficiency of migration 
control mechanisms, improved living conditions 
that lead to the displacement of migrants from 
their country of origin, increased risks to life 
faced by migrants in their transit through Mexico 
which translate in the increase of the vulnerability 
of the migrant and their victimization [6,37]. 
 
The cyclical return of people to their country of 
origin by the Mexican authorities is interpreted 
through different theoretical, descriptive or 
holistic positions, ecological-cultural or historical-
critical. Fábregas-Puig and González-Ponciano 
[5] mention that the studies pointed to the 
analysis of the migration dynamics of the 
southern border using theoretical perspectives 
related to the historical construction of 
territoriality that includes concepts of space and 
region, and the development of anthropological 
studies to explain the colonization of the 
southern border, the increase of migratory flows, 
violence against the migrant and the violation of 
their human rights. 
 
The historical-anthropological analysis carried 
out by Fábregas-Puig and González-Ponciano 
[5], exposes the formation of the southern border 
of Mexico as a space of economic, cultural and 
political convergence, and recovers the thesis: 
"all Mexico is a border". Extending the 
connotation and the implications of this thesis to 
the original structures of victimization enunciated 
in the ethics of liberation [19,20] which shows a 
horizon of understanding of the migratory 
phenomenon in its historical evolution as a 
praxical representation of human action. 
 
The ethics of liberation presupposes the 
possibility of analyzing transmigration in Mexico 
from the point of poverty, placing it in the realm 
of material ethics and the philosophy of praxis, 
through the principles of critical, material, formal, 
feasibility and liberation; which are translated in 
terms of the exhaustive search of the good 
historical-cultural life for himself and for others, 
implying a concept of the term "frontier" that 
transcends the idea of a line that delimits 
geopolitical areas. 
 
3.1 Conceptualization of the Southern 

Border of Mexico   
 
The term "border" is defined as the geographical 
line that divides a socio-political region from the 
other by which a migrant classifier system is 
established in documented (legal) and 

undocumented (illegal) ways [38]. The analysis 
of migratory flows has gradually led to 
questioning the term "frontier" as a dividing line 
between nation states, differentiating concepts  
of border, frontier and ethnic border [39]; 
approaching anthropological reconstructions 
such as border-periphery, border-center and icon 
border [40]. 
 
For the ethics of liberation, the frontier as a 
geopolitical line separates, marginalizes and 
victimizes the migrant. So, the frontier it is a 
social space where the dialectic of the 
colonization process is expressed in terms of 
continuities and discontinuities of economy, 
environment, culture, ethnic and politics. 
Considering the critical moral principle of 
liberation ethics, the analysis of the southern 
border is aimed at "seeking the causes of 
victimization of the dominated and projecting 
future positive alternatives to transform reality" 
[19]. 
 
In this context, the materiality of the world is 
expressed in the reproduction and development 
of the life of the Central American migrant and 
determines the universal truth content of the 
human act expressed in the ethical norm that 
governs the act of the transmigrant [19] and It 
contributes to the construction of the imagined 
social of transmigration as a community 
intersubjective and historical horizon from which 
"the reproduction and development of human life 
according to its basic needs, articulated to 
economic, cultural, political, religious and ethical 
demands" [20]. 
 
From the traditional interpretation of the term 
frontier, migration, expressed through returns to 
the country of origin, is declining. Interpreting the 
same data from the ethics of liberation, is a 
cyclical phenomenon that presents three phases 
of growth: Construction, deconstruction and 
reconstruction. For example, it has been 
recognized that the main flow of transmigrants 
comes from Guatemala, followed by Honduras 
and El Salvador; but when analyzing the annual 
percentage change of people who returned to 
their country of origin between 2002 and 2014, 
differences between trends are identified 
according to the growth periods. 
 
Table 1 show that the tendency of increase in the 
number of people from their country of origin 
between 2002 and 2005 is positive and 
corresponds to the first period of growth 
(construction of migratory flows in the 21st 
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century). The greatest variation occurred in 2003 
at the expense of people from Honduras and El 
Salvador; until 2005 when it recovers again the 
return of people to Guatemala. 
 
The dialectic of marginality that underlies each of 
these periods shows the transition from the 
concept of border-periphery to that of border-
center. In the first period, the levels of marginality 
in the border-periphery are centered on the 
patterns of social reproduction of the hegemonic 
material living conditions of the socio-territorial 
system that victimizes the migrant through 
criminalization by declaring it illegal in the 
territory crossing the border. In the third period, 
migratory flows increase in a heterogeneous 
way, making the border-center the area from 
which the victimization of the transmigrants is 
propitiated according to the predominant socio-
demographic profile [40]. 
 

The transmigrant population destined to the USA 
during the period 2009 to 2012 is characterized 
mainly by being male population. The female 
population represents between 12.15% and 
13.78% (Table 2). This proportion does not justify 
the trend of feminization of migration reported in 
other studies; so it may be the ideological burden 
of women's vulnerability to adverse conditions 
reported by the CNDH and the IACHR; in 
addition to gender studies, female migration is 
highlighted as an act of liberation [41]. 
 
60% of the transmigrants have an age between 
20 and 29 years. Those who speak some 

indigenous language are increasing, but do not 
represent more than 6%; and those who can’t 
read or write fall below 5%. (Table 2) These 
characteristics show that the transmigrant is 
found in the exteriority of the dominant socio-
cultural system in which poverty transcends 
misery to shape the existence of victims 
subsumed in unhappiness, pain, domination, 
marginalization and exclusion. A situation that is 
worsening in the era of migration to the extent 
that the neoliberal project of global globalization 
manages to stabilize the structural and systemic 
revolution subject to the international dynamics 
of capital [29]. 
 
Dussel indicates that exteriority is the space 
where the human being is incorporated as part of 
the environment of the self-referential system, 
that is, of the hegemonic social, economic and 
cultural system that reifies on processes of 
alienation. Alienation implies that the historical 
and ethical subject is denied by the system by 
placing it in the exteriority of the same by turning 
it into a simple work force that is replaced 
through the buy-sell in the market. In this sense, 
transmigrants who report having worked in their 
place of residence during the last 30 days prior to 
migration are increasing from 54.27% in 2009 to 
63.14% in 2012, implying that unemployed 
transmigrants in their country of residence are 
decreasing. The sectors were 80% of the 
migrants are working in their place of residence 
are: agriculture, manufacturing and construction. 
(Table 2) 

 
Table 1. Annual percentage change of migrants that were returned to their country of origin by 

Mexican authorities during the period 2002 to 2014 
 

Trend of growth Year Guatemala Honduras El Salvador  Total 
1st  Growth period  2002 -9.84 -11.18 -46.60 -19.15 

2003 53.01 79.77 72.47 64.65 
2004 -23.04 21.84 21.71 0.08 
2005 54.41 6.41 19.88 27.05 

2nd  Growth period 2006 -14,76 -24.08 -36.31 -22.22 
2007 -36.69 -36.72 -45.33 -37.10 
2008 -23.38 -22.37 -20.61 -22,60 
2009 -31.36 -20.02 -26.36 -26.62 
2010 -0.98 -0.62 1.85 0.40 
2011 7.52 -24.40 -14.72 -8.16 

3rd  Growth period 2012 15.04 53.15 42.76 31.08 
2013 -17.32 10.23 16.07 -1.84 
2014 49.97 41,67 43.79 45.38 

Source: Prepared by the authors with data from the Migration Statistics Bulletin from 2002 a 2009 [24] and the 
Southern EMIF from 2009 to 2014 [25] 
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Table 2. Percentage distribution of socio-demograph ic characteristics of Central American 
migrants bound for the USA which the Mexican author ities returned to their countries of 

origin, 2009 to 2012 
 

Characteristic  2009 2010 2011 2012 
Sex Male 82.22 87.85 87.83 87.56 

Female 13.78 12.15 12.17 12.44 
Age 15 a 19 years 13.80 15.86 12.82 10.26 

20 a 29 years 58.29 58.17 60.65 64.35 
30 a 39 years 20.86 20.41 21.16 20.79 
40 a 49 years 5.97 4.92 3.81 4.11 
50 years or more 1.08 0.64 1.56 0.49 

Speak indigenous language 4.77 3.64 5.47 5.96 
He does not know to read nor to write 6.69 5.35 5.71 4.87 
Work in place of residence 54.27 59.51 62.17 63.14 
Occupation sector  Agriculture 19.81 23.04 27.93 31.56 

Manufacture 8.74 6.32 5.33 4.10 
Construction 14.58 15.85 16.18 15.43 
Commerce 3.83 3.17 2.88 2.22 
Transport 1.91 4.09 2.24 1.52 
Domestic services 0.79 1.19 1.23 1.15 
Miscellaneous services 4.61 5.96 6.35 7.04 

Source: Prepared by the authors with data from the Southern EMIF from 2009 to 2012 [25] 
 
This profile shows the liberating intention of 
migrants, as a denial of the alienation and 
victimization of the transmigrant. For Dussel, 
liberation is the affirmation of the dignity of the 
victim even though the system does not know 
and marginalize it, giving meaning to the social 
reconstruction of the meaning of the frontier as 
an icon. The frontier-icon acquires validity in the 
understanding of the liberating phenomenon             
of the migration when recovering the 
deterritorialization of the border where "the 
cultures and the identities are creatively 
reinvented as complex and multidimensional 
forms of reference" [40]. The border-limit is 
deconstructed in concrete structures of 
domination. These integrate a social praxis that 
dignifies the suffering and recognizes their 
capacity as a speaker. The speech of the 
migrant, when developing in the frontier-icon, 
exposes several crises that affect the flow of 
transmigrants between those that emphasize: 
territoriality, cultural identity and inequality. 
 
3.2 Humanitarian Crisis  
 
Assuming that "all Mexico is border" in terms of 
border-icon it has two implications. The first is to 
understand the limit-situations enunciated by Karl 
Jaspers [42] as those fundamental situations for 
the human existence that contribute the 
suffering, the pain and the cut death; leading to 
the emergence of chronic and multiple stress 
(Ulysses syndrome) or the development of 

resilient mechanisms. The second refers to 
becoming aware of the victimization of the other, 
as Rigoberta Menchú has reflected in narrating 
her life history [43] to unveil the conditions that 
are generated from the hegemonic and exclusive 
systems that enable the emergence of the 
Humanitarian crisis of the transmigrants in 
Mexico, a reality that is complex, infinite and 
changing. 
 
The vulnerability of the Central American migrant 
in transit is generated in a reality that translates 
into the perception of risk as the social imaginary 
from which the victimization of the object is 
explored [14]; which leads to differences 
between migrants according to the country of 
origin. For example, 100% of Honduran migrants 
transiting from Mexico into the USA perceived 
some risk during the years 2011 and 2012, 
decreasing in 2013 to 71.4%. In the case of 
migrants from Guatemala, perceptions of risk are 
diminishing, and in the case of migrants from El 
Salvador, the perception of risk is increasing. 
(Table 3). 
 
The risk of survival is frequently reported by the 
transmigrants during the period 2011 to 2013, 
and includes having suffered intense heat during 
the crossing of Mexico, lack of food, lack of 
water, fatigue for the walk, and getting lost on the 
road. The trend is increasing, mainly at the 
expense of migrants from El Salvador. Accidents 
and injuries are in third place and have 
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decreased, registering 4.8% among migrants 
who have suffered train crashes, road crashes, 
aggression of wild animals and suffocation in the 
vehicle in which they were transported. 
 
On the other hand, the ideological reference of 
the southern border refers to the imaginaries of 
the social movements that were exposed at the 
beginning of the 21st century with the 
appearance of the Zapatista movement in 
Chiapas [44], favoring the militarization of the 
region and with it, the consolidation of the 
indifference of the Mexican State and society to 
the problem of transmigration. This indifference 
made it possible for the "mafia" of local 
authorities and state police officers and 
organized crime to carry out actions that led to 
the renewal of the victimization of the migrant 
accompanied by corruption, impunity and 
violation of human rights [45]. 
 
In 2011, 8.12% of Central American migrants 
reported having been extorted by gangs or 
Mexican authorities, a figure that increased in 
2012 (11.39%) but decrease to 4.8% in 2013. On 
the other hand, in 2012, 8.8% of the population 
reported having being attacked and this reduced 
to 8.10% in 2013. 
 
These results show the complex and changing 
nature of the humanitarian crisis of transmigrants 
in Mexico, adding the epistemic nature of the 
crisis because there is no consensus on the 
magnitude of the problem that is being 
experienced, even though the CNDH [27] has 
pointed out the need to have complete data to 
implement public policies that would address the 
humanitarian crisis suffered by migrants in 
Mexico. In addition, the southern border is 
resized by the uncertainty faced by the migrant 

crossing the border in search of a good life with 
philosophical reflections opened to solidarity. 
 
3.3 Praxical  Solidarity  
 
The humanitarian crisis in Mexico is 
characterized by the victimization of the migrant; 
scenario that claims to give the word recognizing 
its alterity: "I have my family [...] I made a 
promise to them that I have to fulfill it [...] I know 
it is a pretty way of suffering but when you get 
there everything is achieved and everything is 
better" [7], mentioned by a Salvadoran migrant 
interviewed by Amnesty International. 
 
Dussel [19] points out the importance of the other 
speaking and expressing their worldview and 
with this, from the community of sufferers, when 
listening to the victim, reflect ethical and critical 
awareness of the historical effect produced by 
the hegemony of European and American culture 
in the world-system of excluding characteristics. 
 
It is the ethical and critical conscience in 
"knowing how to listen to the interpellation of the 
other in his suffering corporeality" [19], which will 
promotes explicit thematic criticism, whether 
scientific or philosophical, to recover the original, 
existential, historical meaning, concrete and 
ethical experience of the USA with the victims of 
poverty suffering from domination, exclusion and 
marginalization; which implies that it is not 
enough to state statistically the magnitude of the 
flow of the transmigrants. 
 
To listen to them is to go beyond the objectivity 
of the data. This is shown by the reports            
of national and international organizations         
[1,7,26-31]. By means of the analysis of these 
documents the following scales are identified that

Table 3. Percentage distribution of Central America ns that were returned by USA authorities, 
by country of origin, as risk in crossing Mexico, 2 011 to 2013 

  
Perception  
of risk 

Guatemala  Honduras  El Salvador  Total  
2011 2012 2013 2011 2012 2013 2011 2012 2013 2011 2012 2013 

Any 63.8 69.8 78.9 1.0 0.1 28.6 48.8 51.2 70.8 40.11 41.28 40.67 
Total risk 36.2 30.2 21.1 99.0 99.9 71.4 51.2 48.8 29.2 59.89 58.72 59.33 
Survival 28.9 19.5 57.5 7,2 14.0 15.9 42.0 43.1 26.7 25.21 22.49 38.11 
Fears 0.8 0.8 0.8 28.6 11.0 2.3 4.3 1.4 0.2 10.53 4.51 1.15 
Accidents 
and injuries 

0.8 2.4 1.3 41.8 28.0 12.9 1.4 0.9 0.6 14.02 11.10 4.80 

Extortion 1.6 3.0 2.1 21.2 27.7 14.4 2.9 1.6 0.6 8.12 11.39 5.65 
Attack DNA 3.9 2.0 DNA 19.3 22.1 DNA 1.5 0.9 DNA 8.81 8.10 
Others 4.2 0.6 0.4 0.1 0.2 4.1 0.6 0.4 0.2 2.01 0.42 1.52 

DNA = Data not available. 
Source: Prepared by the authors with data from the Southern EMIF from 2011 to 2013 [25] 
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delimit thematic fields for an ethic of the 
transmigrant: The friendship, the love, the care 
and the hospitality; so that migration studies 
need to transcend socio-economic impact 
analysis and offer lines of cultural and existential 
reflection linked to the overcoming of poverty 
through the appropriation of resilient strategies 
that motivate the migrants in the pursuit of 
inclusive and sustainable development. 
 
Teresa, a 25-year-old Salvadoran migrant, 
reveals dreams, longings, responsibilities and 
solidarity during an interview: "Arriaga decided to 
take the train. Many people said, "No, it's 
dangerous here" [...] however, my vision has 
always been my children, and I wanted to come 
up the train, so I felt like a princess” [7]. But what 
solidarity is being talked about? Solidarity that 
arises from boundary situations that requires 
closeness to the other and conditions that a 
distance exists as a substrata, either through the 
approach or distance in which magnitude will 
never know how close far or you are to the other. 
When solidarity comes down to simply saying "I 
am with you", it does not translate to sympathy 
for the other, nor does it seek closeness to it, 
reducing itself to expressing itself through 
tolerance. The adhesion to the other, as a 
standard to shorten distances, is the product of 
the recognition of an isolated, fractioned and 
meaningless world, giving to the fellow samples 
of fraternity. 
 
For Dussel, solidarity goes beyond tolerance and 
fraternity, it is a face-to-face meeting of Levinas, 
where the neighbor, represented by the "good 
Samaritan" of the biblical parable, will be thrown 
out of the way; that is, the neighbor is the subject 
located outside the totality of the system, in the 
exteriority, will be the other with which proximity 
is established in the subject-subject relationship 
establishing the experience of subjectivity-to-
subjectivity, identifying from the spheres of 
respective worldviews [22]. 
 
Solidarity with the transmigrant is not passive 
tolerance, defined as indifference to the suffering 
of the other. Passive tolerance means not taking 
responsibility, hospitality and caring for others; 
which is out of the way and excluded from the 
whole world of life [21]. The solidarity that arises 
from the encounter with the transmigrant is a 
constitutive solidarity of the being-in-the-world 
that comes from the otherness, the recognition of 
oneself and the plurality of the other; where the 
horizon of meaning is delimited by friendship, 
love, care and hospitality. It is a praxical 
solidarity that contributes to the configuration of 

an ethical reality when experiencing the world of 
life as an ethos recognizing itself and the other in 
its desire to be and exist and involves freedom 
and responsibility towards the other [46]. 
 
Solidarity is seen as an element that structures a 
way of being of man towards his neighbor, a way 
of understanding-in-the-world and that is shown 
in the scope of migration processes in the 
existence of the "houses of the migrant" who has 
appropriated the responsibility of assisting the 
transmigrant, offering him shelter, food, rest. 
According to INM as indicated by CNDH, 
"Specifically, the migratory stations lack the 
necessary capacity to shelter in dignified 
conditions the insured, since they do not have 
specific areas that allow the separation of men, 
women, minors, families, psychiatric and 
infectious contagious patients; similarly, these 
facilities do not maintain the optimum state of 
service for which they are intended and do not 
observe conditions of hygiene, maintenance, 
ventilation, lighting and recreation areas or 
outdoors; likewise, the food service is not 
provided with due opportunity, quality and 
sufficiency" [26]. 
 
The report overlooks the human rights violations 
and physical, psychological or verbal aggression 
carried out by the INM staff in these migratory 
detention centers, denounced as a practice by 
the Citizen Observatory of Human Rights of 
Migrants in the year of 2013 [28]. 
 
To listen to the sufferer from his life context 
through the praxis of service allows to deepen 
the understanding of the structures that victimize 
him, through the reconstruction of dichotomies   
of the type: us/them, differentiation/identity, 
visibility/invisibility, reaffirmation/denial, we 
are/are different, we are/are not different, 
inclusion/exclusion. Dichotomies that are 
established from the our experience in cultural 
elements, which are derived from the common 
origin, but which differ from the social 
interactions that establish the transmigrants 
through symbolic representations, give meaning 
to the world of life in which they develop building 
solidarity [39]. 
 

4. CONCLUSION 
 
The interpretation of the results obtained from 
the context of liberation ethics made it possible to 
identify three periods of growth that show the 
numerical predominance of the migratory flow 
from Guatemala, but the growth observed from 
2012 is determined by the migrants from 
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Honduras and El Salvador. The socio-
demographic profile of undocumented migrants 
is characterized by being a male, who can read 
and write and worked in their place of origin. It 
emphasizes the increase of the population that 
speaks some indigenous language.  
 
The humanitarian crisis affecting migrants in 
Mexico is determined by extortion and attack, 
mainly affecting migrants from Honduras. In 
considering the transmigrant as an ethical 
subject of victimization, the humanitarian crisis 
shows the need to promote praxical                   
solidarity based on friendship, love, care and 
hospitality. 
 
The analysis of the ethical foundations of 
migratory movements in the southern border of 
Mexico shows that praxical solidarity represents 
a hermeneutic nucleus in the historical praxis of 
exclusion, marginalization and segregation of the 
migrant, so that praxical solidarity offers the 
possibility of human life that reveals the care of 
oneself and the other, linked to the desire to be 
and exist to be realized as a possibility that is in 
the real world of life. 
 
On the other hand, it opens the horizon to carry 
out studies oriented to explore the corporate 
responsibility of the socially involved institutions 
in the attention to the migrants in both sides of 
the southern border of Mexico. It is important to 
highlight the participation of "local and central 
governments" as fundamental partners to 
address the socio-demographic factors that are 
propitiating migratory movements in Central 
America. 
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